
  
 

Judith R. Burdick Scholarship of Grief, Loss and Transformation  
Scholarship Award: $1,000 awarded to a graduating MA student at Commencement. 
 
The Judith R. Burdick Scholarship of Grief, Loss and Transformation was established in 2026 to honor alumna, 
Judith R. Burdick, LLP, who received her Master’s degree from this institution in 2002. Since then, Burdick has 
practiced locally as a psychotherapist, specializing in grief and loss. She is also the writer and producer of a nationally 
acclaimed film, entitled, ‘Transforming Loss.’ 
  
Judith R. Burdick’s skills as a therapist have literally transformed the lives of hundreds of patients over a professional 
career which is approaching 25 years. She has frequently appeared on local media outlets, one of whom saluted her 
as a ‘difference maker in the community.’ She is a shining example of a clinician who employs the principles of 
humanistic psychology in her practice, principles taught at our institution. 
 
This scholarship is presented at Commencement to a graduating MA student (full or part-time). The recipient of the 
Judith R. Burdick Scholarship should embody resilience, compassion, and tenacity in the face of adversity. This 
scholarship is intended for an individual who has experienced profound loss and is actively working toward healing 
and growth. The recipient should demonstrate a commitment to helping others, using their own journey of grief and 
transformation to create meaning, inspire hope, and support those facing similar challenges. 
 
Eligibility Criteria: 

• Graduating MA student.  
• Successful fulfillment of all degree requirements.  

 
Faculty will determine the award recipients.  
 
Application documents must be submitted to Megan Mraz, mmraz@msp.edu by July 6, 2026. The scholarship will 
only be granted if there is a qualified applicant.  
 
 

To apply (please print): 
 

Name:    
 

GPA:    
 

Attach the following: 
  

� A one to two page essay describing your alignment with the scholarship criteria. Please include the following: 
1. A description of how you have worked through an experience of loss towards healing and 

growth. 
2. A description of your commitment to helping others. 
3. Why should you be selected to receive this award? 

� A current CV/resume.  

I certify that the information provided in this application is true and grant permission to the committee 
designated to determine scholarship awards access to my transcripts for review. 

 
 
 

Student Signature Date 
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